Dylan Thomas
Community School
Newsletter
Headmaster’s Welcome
Dear parent/carer,
This is the third and final edition of the school
newsletter for the 2018/19 academic year. It is hard
to believe that another school year has passed. It has
been my first as the Headteacher (Acting) and in all
honesty I have loved every minute of it. This is down
to the wonderful work, support and effort of the
pupils, staff, parents and local community who
have made my work so enjoyable, I cannot thank
you all enough.
There hasn’t been a day that I
haven’t been proud been of something or someone in
the school and this has made the job a privilege and
honour for me to undertake.
As a school we continue to grow and achieve
excellence in all aspects of school life, further
establishing our work in the community. There have
been so many successes throughout the year, which I
have updated you upon in previous newsletters, and
can inform you of further such successes in the
summer term and congratulate all of those listed
below:










I am delighted to inform you that we have
achieved a record high attendance level of
93% and am confident that if we all pull
together we can continue to improve this
area of the schools work even further.
The end of Year 11 leavers party saw a record
number of pupils attend the Manor Park Country
Club and celebrate the end of their time in
school.
We will welcome a record of number of Year 7
pupils in our September intake with 133 pupils
joining us and growing our pupils numbers even
further. We have become the school of choice
for children locally with more pupils applying for
‘in year’ transfers to Dylan Thomas than any
other school. I am so very proud of our school
and the opportunities we offer and pleased to
see this is becoming known throughout the city!
Faye Fallen our Year 11 Head Girl won a full
scholarship to study A Levels at Christ College
Brecon with the support of the staff of the
school, we are very proud of Faye and this
achievement.
Dylan Lewis and Mia Collins successfully














applied for and were appointment Head Boy and
Girl for our 2019/20 academic year.
Our Year 10 Welsh Bacc pupils undertook
various community projects in Llys Nini and
Dunvant Park as well as participating in a one
week work experience placement.
Ricky Lee Owen in Year 7 has been selected for
the Swansea School Boys football squad.
Year 7 pupils raised funds for a local Homeless
charity.
Harry Piekut was awarded Swansea City FC
Secondary Education Pupil of the Year award
(2019).
Kieran Jones and Thomas Williams were
awarded with the Headteacher Award for
services to the local community and assisting a
neighbour in need of emergency medical
treatment.
Keeley Phillips won the Tri Series championship
in Martial Arts.
Our key stage 3 sport pupils attended a World
Cup cricket match in Cardiff.
Kelsey Jones won first runner up in the Welsh X
Factor competition.
Aaron Jones won Gold in Wales and Silver in
Britain for boxing.

I would like to take the opportunity to wish our Head of
Welsh, Ms Simons, much success in her new post as
an MFL Teacher in Bristol. Ms Simons was recently
engaged and has decided to move closer to her future
husband and she does so with all of our very best
wishes and support. Thank you Ms Simons for all that
you have done in the years that you have been such
an integral part of our school community.
I am looking forward very much to the start of the new
school year, meeting our new Year 7 intake and also
seeing the new school uniform policy come into full
effect (details are included in the newsletter). For now
I wish you all a safe and enjoyable holiday and I look
forward to seeing you all in the new school year which,
for pupils, will start on Wednesday 4th September.
Kind regards,
Mr P Davies
Headteacher (Acting)

Giving Back To The Community
Be Nice, Be Kind
This term our be nice, be kind project
has gone from strength to strength. The
aim is to encourage more acts of
kindness and generosity amongst our
pupils and to set an example of
community spirit. As a result staff have
been commending pupils when they have
been ‘caught being kind’ in and around
school. It can be anything from helping a
friend in the yard to holding a door open
for a member of staff.
We’ve also seen the launch of a range of
community projects across the school
and wider community.

Our form 7Y have been supporting a
charity called Matthew's House. We
raised money to buy some toiletries
to help the homeless. To do this we
ran a tuck shop selling chocolate,
crisps and pop. We raised £56.42! We
also wrote a letter to Manor Road
Dentist to see if they would donate
some toothpaste and they gave us 70
tubes of toothpaste! We stayed after
school to put the packs of toiletries
together and the next day we visited
Matthew's House in Swansea to
donate them. They did a Q and A,
Logan was asking lots of good
questions! Then we gave them the
packs and they loved them! They
asked if we could stay in touch and
continue to help them in the future.

Gendros Library
For this trip to Gendros Library we
planned a lesson on homophones
which included follow me cards, a
story with spellings that the pupils
had to correct and we finished with
a quiz. The year 5's really enjoyed
the lesson and asked us to do it
again.
By Kacey Lewis 7Y
Car Wash!
10A contributed to the
community
project
by
washing cars for donations.
We made £40 to donate
towards a charity of our
choice, when we raise a bit
more money.
The worst car was Mr
Cannon’s
van!
It
was
stinking. By Dylan Lewis
Community Trip
As part of the schools, Be Nice Be Kind form
class community project, 9D decided to litter
pick on a local beach. This raised awareness of
plastic pollution as well as made the area a
cleaner place for the public to enjoy. The
students had a great time meeting members of
the public, even an Ex- Army Medic commented
at how great it was to see students care about
their environment.
Mrs Moore 9D
9Y and 8A collected food
for a food bank in Mayhill
Community Centre. We
all put food together and
delivered it to the centre
to see where the good
work was going.

By Lucy Mallet and Lillie Rice

By Molly Corcoran 9Y

Out and About!
We are so lucky at Dylan Thomas Community School to have
opportunities to take part in a range of educational visits far and
wide! This term, pupils from all year groups have had opportunities
to experience a range of art trips, run by Mrs Moore, community
and sporting events!

ART TRIPS
Botanical Gardens

Cardiff Museum

The Year 9 Art students went on a trip to the
National Botanical Gardens of Wales. The
purpose of this trip was to take photos using
techniques we learnt in previous lessons as
well as sketching objects and items that
linked with nature or manmade.

On Wednesday 1st May visited the National
Museum in Cardiff alongside Year 10
students. We first visited the Da Vinci
Exhibition. The art was stunning! There were
multiple pieces of his famous work. The
unique part of Da Vinci work is that he drew
the inside of animals and humans showing the
detail
of
bone
and
muscle.

We went to the Japanese garden and saw a
Japanese inspired shelter, we saw bamboo
and flowers from Japan also. The lake on the
land was clean of plastic or waste, you could
see a perfect reflection of the trees
surrounding and the sky. I enjoyed the trip
because of the buildings, especially the glass
dome and the flowers and plants there as it
showed the variety of flowers and plants
from around the world.

Later everyone explored the rest of the
museum, which had artwork from famous
artists such as Monet and Van Gogh. What I
liked about the museum was the architecture
of the building both inside and out. This trip
helped the Year 10 students discover a range
of new artists as well as develop ideas for our
final piece.
Maria Begum, Year 10 Art Student

The location was calm and peaceful and
beautiful to capture. The work we produced
will go towards our GCSE coursework and it
was a really good experience.
Jessica

Allen,

Year

9

Experiencing Art in College
As part of the Art GCSE course Year 9
students took part in a taster workshop at
Llwyn y Bryn Campus in Swansea. This trip
allowed students to gain new skills in Art as
well as provide them with a college
experience to prepare them for post 16.
Students took part in drawing, photography,
music, and printing workshops. Students
produced some great work!

Out and About!

Welsh Bacc Fortnight

Llys Nini and Dunvant Park

Work Experience - Ravenhill Park

year 10s went to Llys Nini as part
of their Welsh Baccalaureate
Qualification. We were tasked with
building a fence, however we did
much more!

Our work experience at raven hill
park, firstly we pulled all the
weeds up from the stone stage.
The next thing we did was to clear
the weeds from the bog and plant
flowers.

We created a willow fence around
a maze shaped like a cat, in order
to keep it safe for young children
and keep them from running in to
the field. We had to firstly chop
the willow down, then we had to
chop the post to four feet with
loppers and hammer them in to
the ground. We then used
secateurs to strip the willow
before weaving it in a figure of 8
around the posts with our bare
hands. There were so many layers
by the end we couldn’t count
them!
One job involved creating a path
by weeding, widening and laying
stones for the path. I had to widen
the path by digging out earth and
moving it using wheelbarrows.
Set 4 built a wooden bridge for the
gaiter which was used for getting
around the land of Llys Nini and
moving equipment.

We also pulled up the weeds from
the edge of the path to make it
look neat and tidy. We also swept
around the play area and put the
bark from outside back into the
play area.
We painted the pillars coming into
the park then painted the big wall
cream and green. We spraypainted footprints to encourage
people to dispose of all their litter
into the bins that are provided in
the park. We all painted a picture,
which were of flowers, a turtle,
insects, a tree and a house.
We did a litter pick every morning,
to keep the park clean and safe for
people and their pets and children.
STF, DRC, and some mainstream
were involved in this work
experience.

By Sion, Kayleigh and Cameron
Other pupils were involved in
creating a bog garden with a pond
to improve biodiversity in Dunvant
Park.
By Mia and Dylan

Reaching Wider
Partnership
Year 8 Residential
Our expectations were that the
reaching wilder trip was going to be
boring. We thought that because the
idea of university sounded boring; we
thought we were going to do loads of
reading and writing.

Sustainability (Bay Campus)
When we went to the Bay Campus we
were shown how to make a salt water
battery. When we were making the
battery we had to put: tin foil, then
zinc, salt water tissue, then a penny
and then we repeated. This was fun to
make, even Miss Green enjoyed! We
also had the opportunity to go and see
an electric car! We were amazed by
how silent it was.

We were nervous about staying in the
university overnight because we
thought we were going to be in the
same place as the other school. We
were also nervous about locking our
self out of our rooms; which three of
us did! We then had to run all the way
down to security and back up with a
temporary key, then run straight back
down to return it and go back up
again! No one locked themselves out
twice…

Art workshop
Pleasant)

Pond dipping (Swansea University)

Thank you Reaching Wider!

On our first day at the university we
went pond dipping. We enjoyed the
pond dipping because we got to learn
about the life in ponds and different
species. During pond dipping we had
to use a net to scoop in the pond and
see what creatures we found!

During our stay we had a lot of
freebies
including;
a
hoodie,
biodegradable water bottles, sun
glasses and a reaching wilder lanyard!
All in all we really enjoyed our trip to
the university and would love to go
again, it was amazing! Thank you
Reaching Wider!

VR headsets (Swansea University)
When we watched the VR headsets we
experienced what sharks swim like
and we viewed the coral reef. We also
got to see a blue whale eating a
octopus.
This
experience
was
awesome! We learned about how
plastics are ruining the ocean. We did
an experiment to show how many
microfibers come off our clothes when
we wash them and how they end up in
the sea and eaten by fish through the
whole food chain.

(UWTSD

–

Mount

The art workshop was very enjoyable.
We made paint brushes out of
chopsticks and scrap materials, they
were all biodegradable. Then we went
around
the
room
painting
a
masterpiece out of the brushes we
made. We used paint made from food
like, beetroot, coffee, turmeric and
charcoal.

We would also like to thank Miss
Tucker and Miss Green for coming on
the trip with us.

By Radsa, Grace,
Cieron and Lia

GRT Week – Year 8 and 9
World War Two – Swansea Blitz!
At the start of GRT week we were surprised
with the launch that helped up get in to the
mind of what the families felt during the
Blitz. We also got a taste of what an
evacuation would be like. The activities
taught us about building character and
expression emotion of the families during
WWII.

Everyone took part in a war themed
workshop this week. The activities ranged
from dancing to cooking. The dancers and
singers took part in performing for us at the
celebration assembly. The people who took
part in the art and bunting workshop
decorated the hall with memorial art for the
assembly. We also had a range of cakes and
breads to try that were made in the rations
workshop.

On the trip to the 1940s museum, we had a
mentor who showed us the type of clothing
they wore and they even gave us the
opportunity to try on the gas masks!

Also, we watched an educational video of
what it was like in World War Two. Then, the
whole group participated in a quiz where we
went against each other to find answers to
the questions by exploring the museum.

Throughout the week we also were
challenged to complete against the other
forms to see who could put together the
best and most creative scrapbook. Everyday
we would add new pieces to the book. The
winners for each year group were 8 and 9A.
The prize was an hour in the rewards room!
We want to say congratulations to everyone
who contributed to the scrap book as it was
reported that all scrapbooks contained great
efforts.

We did a range of different lessons,
including ‘communications’ where we
learned colours, numbers and common
phrases in German. We also built our oracy
skills by taking part in a debate and our
writing skills by writing a newspaper article.
One of the most memorable activities that
we did was building a rocket and launching
it using water and pressure for our STEM
activity. After, we went to an IT room to
convert our results in to a graph.

After this week, we can say that we enjoyed
taking part in the workshops and activities.
It was a great experience to go to the 1940s
museum and take a look for ourselves.
Overall, we were happy that this week was
such a success and can’t wait to see the
result of next year’s GRT week!

By Molly and Josh

Global Rich Task Week!
This year, our Year Sevens found out about Scott's mission to Antarctica. They worked hard throughout
the week, in lessons and in workshops, and the week culminated in an exciting sled race. 7D was
victorious. Our Year Eight and Nine pupils learned about the Swansea Blitz and World War II. We
enjoyed dressing up in 1940s costumes at the museum, built rockets, made bunting and everyone
contributed to a really emotional VE celebration. All three year groups made me very proud.
Mrs Davies

GRT Week Year 7 - Scott and the Antarctic!
The Year 7 Forms took part in the GRT
Week learning and researching about The
Terra Nova Expedition.
To start the GRT week off we had a little
assembly were Mr. Turner and Mr. James
acted like they were on there way to the
South Pole. Then after they acted there
“Expedition to the South Pole” 4 kids from
the 4 forms took part in some challenges.
One of the challenges was to put your
hands in freezing cold ice and then open
and eat some baked beans as quickly as
you could to beat frostbite! It was a close
call but Ellis Harding won the challenges
winning some sweets for the form.

We then headed to our new Form classes
were we would be staying during the GRT
week, we all met our new form teachers
and we did out normal activities like
English, Maths and Science.

We also did some different workshops like
‘Strength
and
Conditioning’
and

‘Constructing a Sledge’. All the activities
lead up to the Friday where we had a huge
competition. All the forms gathered on to
the field where the runners were at the
bottom and the rest of the Year 7s were
on top of the field.

We were getting ready to run but then we
ran into a problem 7D’s sledge had
malfunctioned, but luckily we had Mrs.
Cash to save the day! We quickly got the
sledge back in working order and off we
went.
7Y took the lead at first but then we had
to pull the sledge up the bank where 7Y
and 7L got stuck then 7A took the lead
with 7D right behind them until they got
stuck by the goal post where 7D took the
lead and got to the area first then we had
to give our tent and stove from our sledge
to our teammates where they put up a
tent and placed the stoves, it was a close
call with 7Y not having enough pegs but 7D
won!
We all
congratulated each
other and we were
very proud of what
we had achieved
during the GRT
week.
By Bradley Prismick
– 7D

Year 10 and 11 News!
New Prefects and Head boy and
girl

Class of 2019 Leaver’s Party!

I am Dylan Lewis, the new head
boy and I am very grateful for
being given this role. As Head boy I
aim to continue to improve the
school for everyone.

Once again we are sad to see our year
11s go, but excited for them to move
on to new and exciting opportunities!

My name is Mia Collins, and I am
determined to work alongside my
classmates and surpass the
expectations of my role by being
an excellent role model.
So far as the head boy and girl we
have shown candidates for
interviews and guests around the
school, as well as being part of the
pupil interview panel. We’ve also
helped to welcome the new year 7s
during transition week. We are also
looking forward to collaborate with
the school council.
The Senior Prefects team include:
Alicia Brooker, Taylor Austin, Ioan
Press and Conner-Jay Mills.

During the Leaver’s Party Mr Davies
and Mr Phillips awarded The King and
Queen of the party to Dylan Smith and
Bethany Jonah, celebrating their hard
work, dedication to learning and
positive attitudes to school.
Everyone who attended the Leavers
Party looked spectacular and the
outfits they chose reflected their
personalities perfectly.
We are proud of all our students at
DTCS and wish them all the best for
their futures and hope they pop in to
see us from time to time!

The Prefects are: Maria Begum,
Ellie Gummer, Danielle Chappell,
Luke Lewis, Joe Evans, Cameron
Bryant, Ellie Liscombe-Bevan, EllieLou Richards, Chantelle Mitchell,
Daria Shmatko, Chloe Nicholls,
Callum Lee Latronico, Kayleigh
Gabriel, Liberty Saleh, Trinity
Schleswick

By Dylan and Mia

Results Day – Thursday 22nd August!
Pupils, parents and carers are invited in to school from 9.30 –
to collect their results.
Gower College Swansea will be attending to help answer any
questions about their courses in September!

Celebrating Success!
Sports Day
Sports day this year took place on a lovely
sunny day on the 3rd of May 2019. Year 7, 8, 9
took part in the following events, javelining,
800m run, shot put, welly throw, discuss,
tennis ball, 100m sprint and the relay race. It
was an excellent day for school spirit, with the
whole school including staff out on the field to
support. The house that won sports day 2019
was Team Dylan, we are sure Team Thomas will
be back next year fighting for the win.

Athletics
19th

On the
of June, pupils took part in the
Swansea schools athletics competition. Pupils
competed against local schools in Swansea
down at Ashley Road. All pupils tried extremely
hard during the day competing in sprints and
throwing events. Well done to everyone who
took part.

Goodbye Miss Simons!
It is with great sadness that we say
adios to Laura Simons and wish her the
very best in her new role as MFL teacher
in Wiltshire. She has been an incredible
colleague to work with, an amazing &
inspirational teacher and will be sorely
missed. On behalf of the languages area
of learning, Ms Griffin would like to
extend her heartfelt thanks and all good
wishes for the future. Below are a
selection of just a few of the good luck
notes pupils have written for Ms Simons!

RSLs Award for Pupil of
the Year awarded by Mr
Davies!
Year 7 - McKenzie Gilbert
Year 8 - Grace Sadler
Year 9 - Ra'ees Richards
Year 10 - Skye Griffin

STF news from the
summer term
This term we have been extremely busy in
the STF. Lots of us went on a residential
trip to Rhosilli where we went gorge
walking, climbing and surfing.
Amber
Fermandel said, “Gorge walking was scary
but fun, especially floating down the
river!” Everyone had a chance to surf and
Conor Culligan was ‘very proud’ of himself
when he managed to stand up on his
board. Many of us overcame our fear of
heights trying the rock climbing and were
determined to reach the top of a route.
We had a great time, trying new activities,
working as a team, encouraging each other
and developing our friendships.
Those of us who didn’t go to Rhosilli had
our annual trip to Folly Farm, courtesy of
the Rotary Club who raise money each year

for the ‘Days Out’ event. It was a fabulous
day seeing all the different animals,
especially feeding the giraffes, and
learning about them, ending the day on the
fairground rides and go karts, Thomas
Bell’s favourite ride.
Completing our local area study of
Swansea’s industrial past we took a ride up
the river Tawe on Copper Jack. It was a
great experience to leave the marina
through the lock gates and cruise up the
river towards the Liberty Stadium. We
even saw a kingfisher. Our guide did an
excellent job describing how the river
would have looked in the past.
During the global rich task week, ‘Swansea
Blitz’ we enjoyed finding out about how
Swansea was bombed in the war. We built
our own Anderson shelter models and tried
our hand at war time cooking!
KS3 STF

Paris Trip!

Six! The Musical!

Thanks to all the parents for their
support to date. The 2nd fully
payment of £100 was due on Fri 12th
July so we would very much
appreciate this being paid by term
end. The 3rd £100*payment is due in
September with the final balance
payable in November. We will hold an
information meeting in the autumn
term. Mrs Griffin

On Friday 24th January 20
pupils
will
have
the
opportunity to come to see
Six! In Cardiff.
Tickets will be approximately
£20 TBC.
See Miss Green for more
information.

Uniform September 2019
From September pupils in all year groups will be expected to wear the
new school uniform. This includes: a white shirt, school tie, navy V-neck
jumper with the school badge, either black trousers or a black skirt and
suitable black shoes.
Pupils will also be expected to have the school PE kit for all PE lessons.
We would like to kindly remind students that piercings are not permitted.

Dates for the Diary
Key Stage 3
Year 7 and 8
Year 7 Progress Evening
Tuesday 12th November

Key Stage 4
Year 9.10 and 11
Six! Theatre Trip to Cardiff
24th January

Whole School
Macmillian Cake Sale
27th Sept
Shakespeare Festival
Late October

Year 8 S4 Science Trips
Sept-Dec.

October Half Term
28th Oct – 1st Nov
Celebration Evening
19th November
Christmas Carol Concert
12th Dec
Christmas Holiday
21st Dec – 7th Jan
(Monday 6th Jan is an INSET
day

Upcoming Trips
New York
3rd Feb to 7th Feb 2020
Paris
Wed 12th to Sat 15th Feb
2020

END OF TERM NOTICES
School Starts on Wednesday 4th September!
A friendly reminder for pupils to take the opportunity over the holiday to
re-stock their pencil cases and ensure they have a pen, pencil and ruler
on their return to school.

To keep up to date with all the latest news and achievements from
Dylan Thomas Community School check us out on our school website
school website www.dylanthomas.school or on social media!
@dylanthomasschool

@dylanthomas_sch

