Dylan Thomas
Community School
Newsletter
Headmaster’s Welcome
Dear parent/carer,
Welcome to the second edition of the Dylan
Thomas Community School newsletter. Yet
again, I would like to praise our MAT pupils
for their hard work and efforts in creating
this Newsletter. I am sure you will agree
that yet again they have outdone
themselves.
It has been yet another very busy term in
Dylan Thomas and many successes and
goals have been achieved by staff and
pupils. One particular project that I am
pleased and proud to have up and running
is our ‘be nice, be kind’ project which aims
to allow all pupils and staff to work on a
particular school or community project
which will continue to make our school a
safe and happy place.
As Headteacher there isn’t a day that goes
by that I’m not proud or impressed by
something that happens in our school.
Some of the main highlights of the current
term, of which there have been many,
include:
· Our boys and girls football teams toured
Barcelona taking in a visit to the Camp Nou
and the Olympic Stadium.
· Our Prince’s Trust coordinator, Mrs Julie
James, met with HRH Prince Charles. HRH
Prince Charles was keen to learn how pupils
at Dylan Thomas Community School were
progressing with the Achieve qualification
developed by the Prince’s Trust.
· Our Badminton Team won the local
authority championships.
· World Book Day was celebrated by staff
and pupils alike on 7th March with pupils
also visiting Townhill Primary to read to
pupils there.

· Our annual school Eisteddfod and ‘Welsh
Day’ which saw pupils attend school in red
and donations made to the Welsh Air
Ambulance.
· We had a very successful day for the
DCF/enterprise transition project where
schools had made Welsh themed products.
· Preparations for the Year 11 GCSEs starting
and getting well underway with the first
official summer exam taking place on Tuesday
7th May.
Year 11 pupils should all be working hard in
school, attending every day and revising at
home and in school. There will be an
extensive Easter holiday revision timetable
that I would encourage all pupils to take
advantage of.

I was very sorry to see Mrs Hooper,
mainstream TA, retire but wish her all of the
very best in her retirement and hope she
enjoys spending a great deal of time with her
friends and family as it is much deserved. We
also say a sorry goodbye to Mrs Davies, our
beloved PSO who is off to pastures new and
also Ms Morgan who we wish the best of luck
in her new role.
We are delighted to announce that the school
will be running foreign trips to Disneyland
Paris and New York in February 2020.
I hope all members of our school community
have a very relaxing and enjoyable Easter
holiday and I look forward to seeing you and
the children for a successful summer term!
Kind regards,
Mr P Davies
Headteacher (Acting)

Giving Back To The Community
Be Nice, Be Kind
We have launched our new initiative: Be
nice, be kind. The aim is to encourage
more acts of kindness and generosity
amongst our pupils and to set an
example of community spirit. As a result
staff have been commending pupils when
they have been ‘caught being kind’ in
and around school. It can be anything
from helping a friend in the yard to
holding a door open for a member of
staff.
We’ve also seen the launch of a range of
community projects across the school
and wider community.

Eco Bricks
Year 11 have been bringing in two litre
plastic bottles and bringing in unrecyclable plastics to fill them. These
‘eco bricks’ are being used in third world
countries to build sustainable homes
whilst also re-using single use practice.
You can get involved by collecting 2L pop
bottles and unrecyclable soft plastics
such as cling film, crisp packets and
chocolate wrappers and bringing them to
Mrs Griffin’s room. Don’t forget that the
plastic needs to be clean! For more
information go to:
https://www.ecobricks.org/
Joshua Westlake Y11

Air Ambulance Fundraiser!
During the Eisteddfod we rummaged
through our cupboards and attics to
find items to donate to the Welsh Air
Ambulance. We collected items to be
sold in their shop and also raised
nearly £100 on top of that!

ASC Awareness Week Grand
total raised for Autism
Awareness Week is £271.80!
We are striving to become an
Autism Aware school and
spread
awareness
about
Autism Spectrum Condition.

Anthony from the NAS Swansea Branch took to social
media to say: “WOW WOW WOW!!! You guys are
AWESOME!! Well done on having a fantastic World
Autism Awareness Week and raising so much money. All
of the money you have raised stays in Swansea and
helps us help autistic people and their parents/carers
in
the
community
through
many
different
events...THANK YOU!”
By Morgan Statham

Reading to year 6
pupils in Gendros
Primary School
We went to Fforestfach
Library to read to the
year 2 class from Gendros
Primary School as part of
our Kindness Project. We
read
three
different
books to the children, we
also talked about each
story. They enjoyed it so
much that the year 2
class teacher asked us to
come to Gendros Primary
more often to read and
play games with the
pupils.
By 7Y

Visiting Glasfryn Nursing
Home
As
part
of
the
schools'
community kindness project 8L
voted to visit a nursing
home. Maria, the manager at
Glasfryn nursing home was more
than happy to welcome pupils
to come and chat with
residents.
Every week a
different group of pupils have
been visiting residents and
playing
games,
such
as
dominoes and cards. We have
all enjoyed meeting Vivian who
joins in every week.
Dylan
Roberts and Kian Abraham met
the home's eldest resident,
Freda who is a 103. She told the
boys of time when she was a
teacher. Pupils have enjoyed
taking part, they have shown a
lot of respect and empathy to
the residents.
By 8L

Out and About!
We are so lucky at Dylan Thomas Community School to have
opportunities to take part in a range of educational visits far and
wide! This term, pupils from all year groups have had opportunities
to go to The Houses of Parliament, St Athen, Swansea University
and even to Barcelona!

Dylan Thomas Community
school’s Barcelona Trip
Friday the 22nd of February 2019 we
went to Barcelona on a football tour.
The first day the boys and girls
played against local Barcelona
teams. The outcome was not what
we hoped for but we thoroughly
enjoyed the opportunity.
We visited many local attractions
starting with the Nou Camp. This is
where the Barcelona football team
play on a regular basis, we were
amazed by how big the stadium was!
We came away from the stadium
with a mascot called Jeremy (a
rubber duck).

During our time in Barcelona we
were very lucky to have the weather
on our side, so we spent the
afternoon playing on the beach.
Connor Mills and Dylan Pritchard

thought they were clever by going in
the sea with temperatures of 12
degrees. Connor, however, lasted all
of 2 seconds! On our way to visit the
incredible La Sagrada Familia, Mr
Tebay set us all a variety of
challenges where we had to practice
our Spanish and take photos – this
meant walking - we were very
unimpressed. When we arrived at the
Sagrada Familia we were shocked it
had taken 100 years to build and was
still incomplete!
we finished off our trip by having a
cable car ride and exploring Las
Ramblas. We all had an amazing time
and wish we could do it all over
again, especially watching Mr Pascoe
taking over 100 selfies!
Thank you to our parents, as well as
Mr Pascoe, Mr Cannon, Mr Tebay and
Miss Howarth for this opportunity;
We cannot wait for the next one!

By Emily Jones Year 9

Out and About!
Meeting HRH Prince Charles
It was with great pleasure that our
Prince’s Trust coordinator, Mrs Julie
James met with HRH Prince Charles. HRH
Prince Charles was keen to learn how
pupils at Dylan Thomas Community
School were progressing with the Achieve
qualification developed by the Prince’s
Trust. Keen to learn what a difference it
has made, not only to academic
qualifications, but to the wider aspects
including self-esteem and confidence.

STF Learning Visits!
KS3 STF pupils have been studying
Swansea's industrial past this term. They
have visited Swansea Museum for a talk
with Phil Treseder who showed us
artefacts and slides of Swansea when it
was known around the world as
Copperopolis. On a cold damp day we
visited White Rock Heritage park, situated
along the River Tawe to explore what
remains of Swansea's industrial past - we
found the canal tunnel that shipped coal
straight to the foundry, the docking area
for ships bringing copper ore from
Cornwall, and of course the two brick
chimneys that are clearly visible by the
Liberty Stadium.
Well done all for
participating with enthusiasm.
Ms Colling (STF Teacher)

Mr P Davies (Acting Head)

Breakfast Club Funding
Dylan Thomas Community School and The
Pettifor Trust Corporation received £1000
each from a leading housebuilder. Both
places are amongst the latest good causes
to secure funding through Persimmon
Homes’ Community Champions scheme.
The Pettifor Trust is raising money towards
a new van, while Dylan Thomas school will
spend its money on its free breakfast club.
Paul Davies, of Dylan Thomas Community
School, wanted to thank you Persimmon
Homes for their support of our wonderful
school. Sharon Bouhali, sales director at
Persimmon Homes West Wales, said:
“We’re delighted to support these fantastic
good
causes.
“Both
groups
have
demonstrated a desire to go the extra mile
for what they believe in – and we hope
£1,000 each will help them along the way.”

By Jasmine Jahengir

Eisteddfod Celebrations!
This year we celebrated the Eisteddfod and
all the things that make us proud to be
Welsh with a fantastic musical assembly
starring our talented pupils.

We also celebrated competition winners
from
the
poetry, art
and Welsh
competitions along with many others!
Thank you to Ms Smith for arranging the
performance and to Ms Simons for
organising the competitions and wonderful
Welsh quiz!

Public Services Trip to St Athan
Our Public Services trip to RAF St
Athan
Thursday 4th April 2019 09:00
Two buses left school at 9am to
travel to RAF St.Athan in the Vale of
Glamorgan, it’s operated by the
Ministry of Defence (MOD) for our
Year 9 Public Services group trip. It
took us around an hour to get there
through long winding lanes and made
some of us feeling sick. When we
arrived we went through security and
were then greeted by Steve the
Warrant Officer in charge. He took us
to the meet and greet room, where
he explained a little bit about what
they do there and what we were
going to do all day.

After a short talk, Warrant Officer
Steve and his colleagues took us to
the workshops where we were split
into 3 groups. They showed us how
the electrical, mechanical and
metalwork shops worked. We were
also able to sit on the Queen’s jeep,
which was very rare. We also got to
sit on the fire engines and SUV trucks
which were really cool. After this we
sat at the Electrical keyboards and
were guided through the circuits and
were shown how they worked and
what happened when mistakes were
made.

After all the activities, finally we had
lunch. We all queued up and got our
food and drinks which were delicious
and FREE! Shortly after we were
escorted to the living and sleeping
quarters, where we got to see how the
RAF lived and slept on a daily basis
and Steve told us how clean they had
to keep them at all times.

We then went over to the massive gym
where we met by the warrant officer
who introduced himself and talked us
through what we were going to do that
afternoon. We played river and bank
where we had to jump over a rope,
next we were put into 3 groups and
the officer gave us a number and we
had to convert it into a letter of the
alphabet and run to a certain point
and lay on the floor and make the
letter with our bodies. Lastly, we
played clocks where we had to turn
over a piece of paper and look to see
what number it was, if it was the
correct one we could put it in the
right place and eventually reveal all
the numbers of the clock to win.

Our day was now finished and we were
escorted onto our buses and Steve
gave us RAF lanyards to keep. We
arrived home around 4:00pm after a
long but exciting day.
By Craig Lewis Yr 9

Year 10 and 11 News!
Why should you apply to be a
prefect?
My name is Faye Fallon and in September I
became one of Dylan Thomas’ senior
prefects, along with about four others.
This experience has provided me with a
range of new opportunities to have fun
but to also learn from.
For example, helping out in Year 6
transition events and activities, like visits
and open evenings. My favourite of which
was when I helped Gendros pupils with a
science experiment during their visit to
the school, which was rewarding. This also
came in handy as my GCSE Science
controlled assessment turned out to be
exactly the same experiment- which I
taught to the Year 6’s.
Being a prefect has also helped me to
improve my confidence as opportunities
such as meetings with our Local MP,
Geraint Davies, taking important visitors
for school tours and presenting in special
assemblies (for example, our
Remembrance Day assembly, when I
recited a poem in front of the entire
school).
These confidence skills are highly valuable
an transferrable into real life situations,
such as my collage an job interviews. For
example, they helped me gain a
scholarship to Christ Collage in Brecon, as
I was able to articulate clearly and
express my views confidently.
Finally, becoming a prefect has given me
lasting memories, such as our trip to the
Houses of Parliament in London.
Faye Fallon

Leaver’s

Party!

The year 11 leaver’s party (prom)
is the 9th of July. It is a
celebration of the time the
current year 11 have spent at
DTCS. It is a welcomed party after
all the hard work that they have
put
into
their
GCSE's.
Pupils will arrive at school for a
welcome drink and an opportunity
for parents/friends and family to
take photos. We will then travel
together to the Manor Park Hotel.
There will be a DJ and a buffet
meal along with some special
awards
and
surprises.
All staff are welcome to join in
the fun. It is important that pupils
are aware that there is no dress
code. Everyone should feel
comfortable whether that means
wearing a prom dress, suit, or
just jeans and a t-shirt – we want
our year 11s to feel comfortable
and express themselves any way
they
want
to!
Mr Cannon
(RSL Year 10 & 11)

Easter Revision Time Table

Science Week 2019
Year 7 have taken part in
Science
Week
2019
by
undertaking
a
'Rockets'
project.
The theme of this
year’s Week is 'Journeys'. This is
why we chose to focus on
rockets. The pupils really got
involved and loved making their
rockets. Their favourite part
was
launching
them
and
competing
to
see
whose
rocket
travelled
the
furthest. Even Mrs Taylor got
involved! Thanks to Mr Griffiths
for sourcing the funding for all
the equipment.

Reaching Wider
Partnership
This term we have been incredibly
lucky to have been involved with a
number of projects organised by
Swansea University's Reaching Wider
department.

One of which was a 10 week
Linguistics course attended by our
MAT pupils. We were so lucky to have
amazing students from the university
to run this course! Cassie Davies
spoke about her experience and
said:
“We have been able to learn things
that we didn’t know before like
phonics and even the origins of Harry
Potter’s spells which originated from
Latin!”
We interviewed one of our student
volunteers, Finn Basketfield about
his experience and he said:
I had previously gained some
teaching experience in a primary
school and I decided that I wanted
some experience in a secondary
school to extend my knowledge,
whilst also using the opportunities
given to me by Swansea University.

Mrs E Paice
(Science Teacher).

Swansea University
Plastics Project
We had the chance to work with
Swansea University to learn
about how plastic impacts the
environment. We learned about
how many fish eat plastics and
can even be killed by it! We took
part in workshops in school with
some
amazing
staff
from
Swansea Uni and we also took
part in a beach clean up! Thank
you Swansea University!

Our Student Volunteers with
a few of our MAT pupils!

Year 7s showing off their
litter picking skills!

I have particularly enjoyed coming in
every week and seeing the same
students who are just as enthusiastic
for all activities in the ninth week as
they were in the first. I was surprised
to see how well the students have
took to the topics on discussion –
they showed far more interest than I
would have at that age, especially
when considering some of the topics
that have been discussed are at a
level of A-Levels or beyond.
The general positive atmosphere that
I have felt from the students and Miss
Green have meant that I have greatly
enjoyed my time teaching at DTCS as
well as giving me a completely new
perspective on the possibility of
teaching. Thank you!
MAT Group

Year 7s picking plastic out of
fish guts!

New and Improved School Council
The New School Council
The school council is a place for
pupils to discuss what they think
they school is in need of or needs
changing for the better. The
chairperson voted in by the rest of
the council is Elora Campbell she is
very responsible and helps out to
make fair decisions. Our secretary
is Nancy Izat, who was also voted
in by the rest of council. Both of
these student are great role models
and have made excellent starts in
their roles.
Monthly meetings.
These meeting are a chance to
discuss anything anyone
has
brought up to us if they want to
change it or make it better. If you
have any issues, please see your
Form Rep. Each form should have
a representative who takes their
classes wants or needs to the
school council.
Actions made
Some changes that have been made
include the cafeteria. Some of the
changes is that there are more
options, pre-order they have tried
to improve baguettes slicing pizzas
in half to reduce the price, added
more burger as they are the food
that goes the fastest and lastly
have included a healthier option
which is vegetable pots. Also
better labelling as there are halal
and vegetarian options.
What we are going to focus on next
is that making sure these changes
get put into place. We are also
thinking of changing the wellbeing
room to make it more comfortable
and calming.
How to have your say
If you want to get involved, then
please contact your form rep with
any issues or ideas you have. If you
do not know who your form rep is
please ask your tutor.

Parliament Visit
On Tuesday 19th February we had
the trip to Parliament with the
School Council. We visited Victoria
Tower Gardens to have our food
before we entered Parliament and
had, luckily enough, met the
famous deputy political editor for
BBC news John Pienaar. The visit
included a chance to see both
houses but unfortunately we only
had the chance to view one, since
the House of Lords was currently
unavailable. Due to this we had a
screening of the history of both
the Houses. Luckily, we still had
the chance to go into the House of
Commons. We went into the
seating
above
behind
the
soundproof glass as there was a
meeting in session about keeping a
Honda Car factory open. We sat
there for about 10 minutes and
listened to the discussion. We also
had a tour around and saw the hall
that was flooded in previous
times.
Going through the houses of
Parliament for some of us was a
once in a lifetime opportunity
because of where live as its very
far away. People of the school
council were very grateful for this
opportunity. We liked the fact
that we had the chance to watch a
debate happening live. This
improved our understanding of
how many seats or how many
people turned up for some of the
debates. We also liked having
some time outside in Victoria
Tower Gardens.
Some things that we learned is
that there are over 600 MPs and
that the Queen is not allowed in
the House of Commons!

We are inspired for the school
council because we had the
chance to change our school for
the better. To increase the safe,
happy learning environment for
pupil’s chances at a better future
to be more achievable. From the
Parliament trip we are inspired to
have more discussions on what
should be changed in the school; it
also inspires us because with the
chance to have more debates this
is helping us to improve our
confidence and our ability to have
a debates.

Thanks to the teachers who took
their time to arrange the trip for
us and thank you for the teacher
who also took their time to come
on the trip with us. We really
appreciate
this
opportunity.
Thanks Mr Gilbert, Mr Davies, Mrs
Scott, Mrs Morgan and Rhys. Thank
you for coming otherwise we
wouldn’t have been able to go to
Parliament.
By Cassie Davies and Cerys
Morgan.

Sporting Superstars!
Boys Football Team
The boys have continued their
excellent start to the season of
football by ending it with a Year 9 win
3-1 against Cefyn Hengoed and the
Year 7 team thrashed Cefyn Hengoed
6-1!
Ricky Owen scored 3 goals for the year
9 team (whilst only being in year 7)
and 5 more goals for the year 7s!
Bradley Prismick also managed to get
one goal in against Cefyn Hengoed in
year 7 match.
Players who did especially well were
Leon Gluyas, Connor Hinton and
Brandon Harris who did way better
than expected!

Representing Dylan Thomas Across The
World!
Joshua Westlake has been promoted to
the A Division – where he is currently
ranked no 1. in Badminton in Swansea!
Congratulations Joshua!
Grace Lewis (Year 7) has swum to
success and is Wales’ number 1 in her
age group for the 800m freestyle long
course!

Dylan Lewis has set the example for his
younger sister by completing the 100m
freestyle in an outstanding 58 seconds!
Daryl Bryant currently plays basketball
for Swansea and Wales. He is a point
guard. During an interview with Daryl he
said, “I have enjoyed the pleasure of
representing the country in
tournaments.”
Igor Pietrzak plays for Swansea
Academy and Pontadawe on the left
wing. He has recently got through to the
semi-finals of the Super Six Nation Cup!

Girls Netball
The year 8 girls netball team have gone
from strength to strength, proving that
hard work, determination and team
comradery go a long way!

Nell Coghlan came third place in the
WOMMA kickboxing competition fighting
against people from all over the UK in
order to raise money for Diabetes
research.
Aaron Jones is on his way to the quarter
final championships to defend his
current Welsh boxing title.

This term we have played tournaments
against schools including: Bishopston,
Gwyr and Pentre Hafod.
We are very proud of our improvement
and community spirit and can’t wait to
see what they can do next term!

Above: Dylan and Grace Lewis receiving
their Headteacher Awards!

By Cory-Lee Owen
and Luchia Sarsfield

Dates for the Diary
Key Stage 3
Year 7 and 8
Year 7 and 8
LNF Exams
Y8
Wed 1st May

Y9
Thurs 2nd May

Key Stage 4
Year 9.10 and 11
Year 9 and 10
Progress Evenings
2nd July 2019

Whole School
May Bank Holiday – 6th May
Sports Day – 3rd July 2019

Year 10
Welsh Bacc Fortnight
24th June – 1st July

Paris Trip
Wed 12th to Sat 15th Feb
2020

Y7
Fri 3rd May

New York Trip
3rd February to 7th
February 2020

Year 10 and Year 11
Drama GCSE Unit 2
11th March – 10th May
GCSE Exam Period 2019
7th May to 21st June

Look out for fundraising
events and ways to support
our pupils to make the most
of their trip to New York!

END OF TERM NOTICES
The end of this half term will be on Friday 12th April
and all pupils will return on Monday 29th April
A friendly reminder for pupils to take the opportunity over the holiday to
re-stock their pencil cases and ensure they have a pen, pencil and ruler
on their return to school.
To keep up to date with all the latest news and achievements from
Dylan Thomas Community School check us out on our school website
school website www.dylanthomas.school or on social media!
@dylanthomasschool

@dylanthomas_sch

